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TO THE ISSUE OF WESTERN PROPAGANDA’S COMPAIGN AROUND
UKRAINIAN CRISIS ON THE EXAMPLE OF 2013-2014 EVENTS

Chebanu V. V.

Abstract: This article aims to draw additional attention to the typical clichés of Western
propaganda around the Ukrainian crisis and outlines the necessity of counteractions. It
also examines the issue of the political history of the Ukrainian crisis, which Russia on one
hand and Western governments on the other hand are approaching to differently. The article
highlights clear distortions of this issue abroad and the falsification of casual relationship,
underlying the conflict. The article states, that the U.S. and European governments have made
conveying any viewpoint other than the official close to impossible due to spreading false
data on the topic of Ukrainian crisis. It is also stated, that the majority of Americans and
Europeans rarely has an access to verifiable data on the issue, which leads to necessity of large
scale counterpropaganda work. The author concludes that Russian Federation is currently
experiencing lack of the functional means of influence on western population's consciousness.
Therefore, it is suggested that the Russian side should make additional efforts to illuminate the
Ukraine crisis s issue for Western audiences.
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In the current military-political situation, taking into account the realities of the special
military operation in Ukraine, the coverage of the Ukrainian crisis has become significant
political issue for several reasons. One of the main reasons is that the governments and media
of unfriendly towards Russia countries use biased coverage of the Ukrainian issue in order to
mobilize public opinion and fuel Russophobe sentiments, which is also used to put pressure
on Russia through international organizations.

Given that the United States and EU/NATO countries persistently prevent all mentions of
the events in Ukraine before march 2014 from discussing in public sphere and insist that the
Ukrainian crisis was allegedly provoked by so called «Russian aggression,» [1] it is necessary
to compare the actual development of the Ukrainian crisis and its background (inspired not
solely by pressure from the EU) with the dominant version in the US and Europe, any objection
to which is harshly suppressed, despite so called «freedom of speech.» On the whole, the
typical clichés of Western propaganda require its further exposure and refutation, beginning
with the origins of the Ukrainian crisis.

The distortion of the Ukrainian crisis’s history in the U.S. and Western Europe

In 2015, President Obama, addressing a joint session of Congress, stated that his administration
adheres to the principle according to which «big nations cannot bully small ones,» confirming that,
according to Obama, the US supports «Ukrainian democracy» against Russian «aggression» [2].
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It is noteworthy that the fact of the state coup in Ukraine on February 22, 2014, is being
completely ignored in Europe and America, while it was precisely these events that led to
the denying of the self-proclaimed «government of winners» in Crimea and eastern Ukraine,
which had seized control in Kiev [3].

CNN news notes for March 2014 claimed that Crimea had been annexed as a result of
so called Russian invasion [4], while ignoring the fact of the legitimate vote which had been
initiated by the legitimate government of the Republic of Crimea; they also stated as given the
non-recognition of the referendum results by the «international community» [5].

At the same time, the news reports themselves contain some contradictions that undermine
the «official» version, which is on the agenda of the ruling class in Europe and America. For
example, an article dated March 3, 2014, notes that the presence of military units without
insignia «does not look like an invasion» and does not affect the lives of ordinary citizens [4].

Similar news reports from some American correspondents in Crimea in 2014 sharply
contradict Western propaganda, represented, for example, in the works of British historian
Andrew Wilson. This author claims that the Crimean government was seized by more than
two dozens heavily armed Russian soldiers and Berkut officers, fallowed with a pro-Russian
puppet government installation [6, p. vi]. Wilson continues, claiming reunion of Crimea with
Russia to be “the first formal land grab” since 1945 [6, p. vi—vii]. In this way Wilson distorts
the events of February-March 2014 in Crimea and denies the right of the peninsula’s residents
to self-determination, enshrined in Article 1 of the UN Charter [7], Article 1 of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966) [8], and the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights (1966) [9], where it is unequivocally stated: “All peoples have the
right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their political status
and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development” [8, 9].

Wilson’s assertion in the book “Ukraine Crisis” about the “seizure of government and
establishment of a puppet government” in Crimea does not withstand any criticism and
contradicts the fact that the legally elected (unlike the representatives of the Kiev regime
headed by A.V. Turchynov) authorities of Crimea, authorized to represent the interests of the
peninsula’s residents, had initiated the process of secession themselves in 2014, and Crimea’s
head since 2013, S.V. Aksjonov, continued to fulfill his duties after Crimea had once again
become the part of Russia [10].

Another example of manipulation in Wilson’s book is the statement about the seizure of
the government, which did not actually occur. At the same time, the author completely ignores
the fact of provocations and street clashes instigated by supporters of the Right Sector! and the
Mejlis? outside the Council building [11].

It is also worth noting that, as rightly pointed out by the Russian Foreign Minister S.V.
Lavrov, the U.S. and Europe tend to selectively use international law and ignore what is
inconvenient for them. As an example, in the case of Kosovo, which seceded from Serbia
without any referendum, the West refers to the principle of self-determination of people, but
refuses to recognize the right of Crimea’s residents to self-determination and the results of the

1 Extremist organization, banned in Russia.
2 Extremist organization, banned in Russia.
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referendum (where over 96% of voters with a turnout of over 80% voted for reunification with
Russia), justifying it by the principle of sovereignty and “inviolability of borders” [12].

The key difficulty here is the dissemination of these «concepts» into the Western mass
consciousness. We need to acknowledge Russia’s lack of effective means of influence on the
Western audience’s worldview, while the western people are deprived of verified information
about the Ukrainian crisis, regardless of the degree of their trust to the official information
disseminated by governments and the media.

Conclusion

The fact that the Euromaidan was driven by the interests of Western capital and a narrow
group of Ukrainian oligarchs seems obvious, since the Russian warning about the impossibility
of allowing preferential import of goods from Ukraine to Russia in case of Ukraine’s
association with the EU [13] prompted President Yanukovych to postpone the signing of the
association agreement. It should be mentioned, that the ruling circles of France, Germany, and
Poland, which imposed an agreement on Yanukovych with the opposition on February 21,
2014, tacitly supported the state coup the next day by their inaction, completely disregarding
the agreements imposed on the incumbent president.

However, these positions are by no means obvious to the Western people, influenced by
mass propaganda. In this regard, it is necessary to ensure representation of Russian point of
view abroad (as it stays now, the only such a mean is «Russia Today») by variety of political
and non-political tools, including non-governmental organizations.
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Yebany B. B.

K BOITPOCY O JIEMCTBHUM 3AIIATHOM IMPONMATAH/IbI B KOHTEKCTE YKPA-
MHCKOI'O KPU3UCA HA IIPUMEPE COBBITH 2013-2014 TO1OB

Annomayusa: [lannas cmamuvs HANPAsieHA HA NPUGLEYeHUe BHUMAHUSL K TMURUYHBIM UWMAM-
nam 3anaoHou nponazandbl o meme YKpauHcKo20 Kpusuca u no04yepkuaem Heooxooumocmy
bonee ¢hhexmusHo20 nPomMuUBOOEicCmeus: HeOPYHCeCMEeHHOU nponazande. Aemop paccma-
mpugaem npoonemy noIUMU4eckol UCTHOPUU YKPAUHCKO20 KPUSUCA 8 POCCUTICKOU MPAKMOBKe
C OOHOU CMOPOHBL U 8 AMEPUKAHCKOU U 3aNA0HOe8pOnelickol — ¢ Opyeou. Ilokazamnvl sigHble
UCKAdHCEHUsI OAHHO20 80NPOCA 3d PYOedscoM U NOOL02U NPUUUHHO-CIEOCMBEHHbIX Ccés3ell, Jie-
AHCAWUX 8 OCHOBE KOHPAUKMA, NPU HEBOIMONCHOCMU OOHeCeHUs 00 3anaoH020 0bbieamers
UHOIL THOYKU 3PeHUs], KpoMe 0uyuanvHot, 66Uy 0enpueayuu om npogepsiemvix OaHHvIX. Ag-
mop 3akaouaem, 4mo Ha dauuwvili momenm Poccuiickas ®edepayus ucnvimvisaem Hexeam-
Ky cpeocms 3hexmusHo2o IuAHUSL HA MACCOBOE COZHANUE 2PANCOAH 3aNAOHOEBPONEUCKUX
cempan u CLLA ¢ yenvio oonecenuss CoOOCMBEEHHO20 GUOCHUS CONCUBULENICSL NOTUMUYECKOU CU-
myayuu, 8 C833U ¢ Yem POCCULICKOU CMOPOHe Cledyem Npeonputsims OONOTHUMENbHbIE YCUTUSL
10 0Cc8eujeHUto OaHHO20 B0NPOCA OISl 3ANAOHOU AyOUMOopuUlU.

Knioueewie cnosa: ykpaunckuti kpusuc, enewnss nonumuxa CLLIA, esponetickas eHeuitsisi no-
JIUMUKA, MAHURYTAYUS MACCOBLIM COZHAHUEM, (Panbcu@urayus Ucmopuu.
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